





In this chapter, the researcher explains the background of the study, 
research problems, research objectives, scope and limitations, research 
significance, and definition of key terms. 
1.1 Research Background 
Writing is one of  important skills for language learning. Yet, it is still 
considered as one of  complex skills to learn (Tillema, 2012). Students need to 
learn several aspects of writing skills in class because they will meet many writing 
tasks with different levels in each chapter of the book such as essays, letters, 
poetry, and opinions. According to Raimes in Kobayakawa (2011), Writing is 
defined as the clear, fluent, and successful conveyance of ideas, and it may be 
classified into three categories: controlled writing, translation, and free writing. 
Meanwhile, textbook is an instrument material that can help the teacher 
and students in the teaching and learning process. Thus, the use of textbooks in 
teaching English in the 2013 curriculum is very important to provide students with 
knowledge and language skills exercise. The textbooks also consist of activities to 
guide students to achieve competency. According to Rahimi in Richards (2001) 
textbook are the most language programs considered textbooks to be important 
components, and also Rahimi in Tomlinson (2002) state that the textbook offers 





Finding a compatible textbook that relates to the component of the 
assignment is no longer a simple process. Teachers, as the students' instructors, 
should be able to develop a textbook that meets the material requirements for the 
students to study. According to kikrgoz in Richards (2008) in certain cases, 
textbooks may serve as the foundation for the content of the lesson and the type of 
language exercise that students engage in, while in others, textbooks may 
complement the teachers' instruction. These factors were sufficient to inspire 
teachers to choose a suitable textbook for ELT in the classroom or course. The 
teachers were also pleased with themselves for being able to discover an 
appropriate textbook to use. 
 Textbooks are a guide for a teacher in teaching, and can be a reference for 
students in finding out the learning sources. The use of textbooks must pay 
attention to several aspects that students need. There are some of the reasons for 
the researcher to choose the topic of this research. The first is that a textbook is a 
very important aspect of the teaching and learning process. The textbooks are 
immensely important since it supports the teachers to teach the tasks well and 
save the teacher's time to search out appropriate tasks. Further, the textbooks also 
provided the tasks that are required for the students to prepare their learning 
activities. The second is related to the writing task in the textbooks. Writing tasks 
can make students more active and enthusiastic in doing exercises and 
understanding the materials. Also, writing tasks aim to develop critical thinking 
skills for students. According to Nunan (2004) task are designed for students at 
adapting language pragmatically to achieve the desired results. Another reason is 




to help the government in assessing material in the textbook, with a particular 
emphasis on writing tasks. The textbook in curriculum 2013 which is provided by 
government Minister of Education and Culture (2012:17) revealed that the 
implementation of 2013 curriculum have been fitted to the student textbook and 
teacher guidance book. This strategy gives insurance that the textbook quality and 
decrease the burden on student parent for providing book for their children. 
This study has several previous studies as a reference to this current topic. 
The first previous study was conducted by Prastian (2014). The type of this 
research is descriptive research. The results showed that there are 10 criteria 
provided in the English textbooks ‘’Bright’’ including addition, question answer, 
close test, conversion, scrambled paragraph, sentence combining, and free 
composition in writing. Additionally, the writing task also asks students to write 
the text based on the topic provided in free writing. The four criteria that are not 
provided in this English textbooks are dictation, summary writing, and sentence 
combining and, fill in the blanks without translation 
The second study comes from Ambarwati (2014). She analyzed about the 
writing tasks on English Textbooks for tenth-grade students. The findings express 
that the writing tasks in the textbook are suitable with the writing tasks as urged 
by Raimes (1983). The result showed that 10 criteria from Raimes are fulfilled 
and 4 criteria are not. The result of the percentage is 71.43%.  
The last one is research by Putri (2019). This study aimed to determine 
whether or not the writing tasks contained in the textbooks fulfill the types of 




is a mixed-method, especially the Explanatory Sequential Mixed Method Design. 
The results showed that from 34 writing tasks in the textbooks, 29 of them met the 
criteria for the types of writing tasks as proposed by Nation. 
From the previous studies, the researcher found several differences such as 
theory and research area. Some previous study used Raimes’s theory and 
employed the mixed method approach. Meanwhile, in this study, the researcher is 
to analyze writing tasks on English textbooks for eleventh-grade students of 
SMA/MA/SMK/MAK published by the Indonesian Ministry of Education and 
Culture using Paul Nation’s theory by conducting qualitative research. 
1.2 Research problems 
1. How are the writing tasks in the English textbooks for eleventh-grade 
students of SMA/MA/SMK/MAK published by the Indonesian Ministry of 
Education and Culture developed? 
2. Do the writing tasks in the English textbooks for eleventh-grade students 
of SMA/MA/SMK/MAK published by the Indonesian Ministry of 
Education and Culture meet the writing task criteria as suggested by Paul 
Nation? 
1.3 Research objectives 
1. To explain how the writing tasks in the English textbooks for eleventh-
grade students of SMA/MA/SMK/MAK published by the Indonesian 
Ministry of Education and Culture developed.  
2. To find out whether the writing tasks provided in the English textbooks for 




Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture-Based Textbooks meet the 
criteria of writing tasks as suggested by Paul Nation. 
1.4 Scope and limitation 
 Based on the identification of the problems listed above, the authors limit 
the problems as follows: 
1. The study only focuses on a series of writing tasks in the English 
textbooks for eleventh-grade students of SMA/MA/SMK/MAK published 
by the Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture that meets the criteria 
for assignment characteristics as stated by Paul Nation. 
2. The English textbook used for the study was the English textbooks for 
eleventh-grade students of SMA/MA/SMK/MAK published by the 
Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture revised edition 2017. 
1.5 Research significance 
 The results of this study can provide the following benefits: 
1. For English Teachers 
This study can provide a reference for English teachers to see which 
textbooks are suitable to use in the teaching and learning process and the 
extent to which these textbooks follow the curriculum. Finally, it can provide 







2. For Students 
The results of this study can help them in choosing writing exercises from 
English textbooks to improve their writing skills. 
3. For English Course Book Writers 
It is expected that when compiling a textbooks, they can present materials 
and exercises that are ideally suited to learning objectives, especially in 
writing. 
1.6 Definition of the key term 
1. Writing task 
According to Rivers (1988), writing task is learning activities that aims 
to demonstrate the ability to write correct sentences or paragraph, such as 
developing orally from classroom situation and the ability to write a short, 
simple letter, and many more.  
2. English Textbooks for 11-Grade High School Published by Kemendikbud  
English textbook for 11-grade high school SMA/MA, SMK/MK is 
written by Kemendikbud team and consist of five chapters. It has 166 
pages and was published in 2017. 
